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Working together to serve local churches

Discover the groups working 
together to serve youINSIDE
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'Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.'     Rom. 12: 10,11
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Working together to serve local churches

The Church Support Network links groups which serve God from within the 

Christian Brethren movement, which continues to be blessed worldwide. In 

the UK, much innovative work is being done, and the movement continues to 

make significant contributions to evangelical life.

This one-stop guide aims to clarify what each of these bodies and initiatives in 

the UK does, and how they fit together, so that you know whom to approach 

for help to strengthen your church in evangelism, church planting, church 

growth, training, networking, joint events, overseas mission and much more.

What we do
We are committed to serving and helping churches grow and thrive.

We meet together regularly for fellowship and to affirm each other's work, 

keep each other up to date with what we are doing, encourage collaboration 

between each other, avoid duplication, foster joint initiatives like the Living the 

Passion conference and training, and achieve better results. 

We believe that by working together we can better help you, your church and 

ultimately the work of Christ.

Where it is helpful to do so, we are always ready to work in fellowship with 

other bodies, both in the UK and in other countries, which serve these 

churches.

How you can help
Please don't keep this booklet to yourself: give it to others (if it is easier, a pdf 

download of this brochure is available by visiting churchsupportnetwork.uk). 

And please keep it by you for future reference.

Contacting Church Support Network

For further information about Church Support Network, to comment and put 

questions, contact Glyn Davies (Chairman) or Neil Summerton (Secretary) at 

info@churchsupportnetwork.uk.
October 2015
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Our work includes:

Preaching: in churches; on the 
streets; at community events.

Personal work: in homes; agricultural 
shows; community centres; schools; 

Two-thirds of our evangelists spend time in schools 
teaching the Bible, leading acts of worship, 
supporting Christian Unions, and serving as 
‘listeners’ or Governors. We have developed several 
exhibitions based on the Bible and the life of Christ. 
Over the last 15 years, nearly half a million 
school-children have been taught through the GSUS 
Live mobile classrooms (gsuslive.co.uk) and the LIFE 
exhibition (lifeexpo.co.uk).

All our evangelists ‘live by faith’, rely on voluntary 
gifts, and are self-employed. Counties' support 
includes training, fellowship, conferences, pastoral 
visits, and some funding (not guaranteed). Local 
prayer partners form a Counties Link Group which 
meets regularly to encourage and challenge their 
local evangelist.

From the earliest days (1899), evangelists 
often served Brethren churches on a 
county-wide basis. Around three-quarters of 
our current evangelists come from this 
background and retain deep affection for these 
churches, and a desire to work with them and 
see them strengthened. But we also recognise 
that the Lord has called us to serve the wider 
body of Christ, working with those who share 
our commitment to a biblically-faithful Gospel.

For more than 100 years, Counties has 
been sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ with communities across the 
country.

We do this through three main areas of 
our work – evangelists, training and 
resources.

countiesuk.org

COUNTIES
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chaplaincy; mentoring; discipling; befriending; university students; 
church events.

Pioneering: various age groups and interest groups; creating tracts 
and holiday club materials; enquirer and discipleship courses; using 
the internet.

Planting: new congregations; renewing vision and structures.

CH
URCH PLANTING

EVA
N

GELISM AND

Counties Evangelism Network

@CountiesUK

countiesuk.org

office@countiesuk.org

01373 823013

gsuslive.co.uk

lifeexpo.co.uk 
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GOSPEL LITERATURE OUTREACH
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Gospel Literature Outreach (GLO) grows mission-focused churches in Europe through:

By means of evangelism, GLO helps people to 
come to faith in Jesus Christ and grow to be true 
disciples. Its focus is on countries or areas in 
Europe where there is limited evangelical 
witness or where the gospel is not readily 
accessible. The aim is to plant mission-focused 
churches that will seek to replicate themselves 
locally and support world-wide mission. Training 
is through residential courses at Tilsley College 
(Motherwell), a range of church-based 
extension courses such as “Learning to Lead” 
and the “Joshua Project”, and GAP year courses 
such as Firstserve. GLO resources mission 
activity through finance, literature and other 
media, strategic input, accountability and 
pastoral care.

GLO has been operating in Europe for 40 years 
and is part of a world-wide network of church 
planting and missions training ministries. 

Evangelising by way of short-term mission teams and long-term residential work

Establishing by working closely with existing local churches and church planting

Training and equipping people for mission 

Resourcing mission activity in various ways 

The multicultural nature of GLO's work is a key strength, as a “family” of 
Christian workers serving God in mission. GLO’s Europe base is in Motherwell, 
Scotland, with national GLO networks established in UK, France and Italy, as 
well as workers in Ireland, Romania, Albania and Belgium.

glo-europe.org

admin@glo-europe.org

01698 263483

Planting
Mission
Training
Resourcing
Encouragement
Teaching
Study
Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training
Resourcing
Encouragement
Teaching
Study
Networking
Support
Planting
 Encouragement
  Mission
   Resourcing
   Evangelism
     Training
   Teaching
  Study
 Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training
Resourcing
Encouragement
Teaching
Study
Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training
Resourcing
Encouragement
Teaching
Study
Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training
Resourcing
Encouragement
Teaching
Study
Networking
Support
Planting



98 CHURCH SUPPORT NETWORK CHURCH SUPPORT NETWORK

CH
URCH PLANTING

EVA
N

GELISM AND

The Church Planting Initiative (CPI) brings people and churches together to 
transform lives and communities through church planting.

cpi-uk.org

planterdiscovery@cpi-uk.org

07899 670924

CHURCH PLANTING INITIATIVE

CPI is a collaboration between Church Growth Trust, 
Counties, GLO and Partnership. 

The mission is to stimulate churches and individuals to 
plant new independent churches committed to 
every-member ministry.

The immediate targets are
six new churches in different regions (beyond the 
nearly 20 already represented in the CPI network)
to multiply regional hubs in order to sensitize church 
leaders to planting, and encourage and identify 
planters.

The how varies, but will be radical, including café church; 
developing relationships through common cultural and 
leisure interests, sports, and informal education; 
developing ethnic links; and workplace evangelism. 

Could your church help plant a church for the unchurched 
in your area?  CPI can help through:

Coaching  – personalised, practical support to ensure
long-term, powerful impact

Preparation – putting you in touch with resources,
people and funds

Networking – we support planters from all
backgrounds
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Interested? Then talk to CPI. Or visit a local CPI Hub meeting to meet 
others interested in planting.

CPI's personalised process helps
you identify how your gifting, experience and season of life can 
best be used by God in church planting
churches to think about the when, where and how of planting



PARTNERSHIP
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Partnership wants to help independent 
churches flourish and grow by:

Partnership has some 200 
individuals and bodies in 
membership, and more than 140 
member churches which are 
committed to plural leadership 
and every-member ministry. But it 
is not necessary to be a member 
to benefit from Partnership's 
services: it is ready to help all. 

Networking is on an area or 
cluster basis, led by local steering 
groups, encouraged by part-time 
co-ordinators. 

Encouraging independent local churches 
through networking, training and 
publications

Networking church leaders and staff 
workers locally, so that they can 
encourage and stimulate each other

Providing advice and consultancy to 
churches

Publishing Perspectives magazine and 
books to help church leaders

partnershipuk.org

info@partnershipuk.org

07986 236633
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Partnership is developing staff workers networks in local clusters, particularly to 
encourage those who work for local churches in the movement. 

In addition to networking, 
Partnership's services include: 

informal training in ways 
accessible to busy church 
leaders

helping churches to find staff 
workers (the PLUS service)

consultancy on church strategy 
and leadership

advice on governance, 
constitutions and trust matters

publications to help church 
leaders and others.



CHURCH GROWTH TRUST
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Helping independent churches grow through:

While the specific purpose of Church Growth Trust (CGT) is to hold church 
properties, its objects are designed to encourage church growth and church 
planting by independent evangelical churches.  It wants to see its resources 
used for planting, growing, resourcing, connecting, inspiring, enabling and 
equipping independent evangelical churches.

Enabling churches to have high-quality properties for worship 
and mission

Holding properties for churches and offering them professional 
property advice

Providing architectural services

Advising on church practice and governance

Supporting church planting (through CPI)

churchgrowth.org.uk

enquiries@churchgrowth.org.uk

01536 201339
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It gives professional advice on property and trust matters, and this frequently leads to giving 
strategic advice to church leaderships on their wider tasks. CGT also provides training on church 
property and trust matters. Where the churches which use the buildings which CGT holds are 
reaching the end of their lives, CGT's aim is to ensure that the assets continue to be used in the 
most appropriate way for the purposes of God's kingdom. While, in the last resort, this may mean 
sale, often it is possible to enable the buildings 
to continue in kingdom use by another 
evangelical congregation. In total, CGT now 
holds or is connected with 90 church 
properties, all of them with a historic 
connection with the Brethren movement.

CGT aims to help property trustees where they 
are struggling with their responsibilities and 
assemblies that are considering closing, to 
ensure that the properties are kept in safe 
hands for the future.
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LIVING THE PASSION
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The national Living the Passion Conferences 
are  organised jointly by Counties, GLO, Church 
Growth Trust, Church Planting Initiative and 
Partnership.  They aim to bring together 
regularly key people from across the movement 
for mutual encouragement, stimulation and 
fellowship.  Conferences are held every three to 
four years with hundreds of people from across 
the country joining together for the event.  Bible 
teaching, workshops, worship, prayer, book 
stalls, family activities and entertainment are all 
offered at the two-day conference.  The latest 
sold-out event, with main speaker Professor 
John Lennox, saw 600 people attend.  

The Living the Passion slogan is available (by 
agreement with the Living the Passion Steering 
Group) for regional events which share the 
same objectives.

livingthepassion.org

info@livingthepassion.org

01373 823013
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FIRST SERVE

CHURCH SUPPORT NETWORK

first-serve.org.uk

hannah@first-serve.org.uk

01225 310893

TRAINING

FirstServe is an exciting gap-year 
programme for 18-25 year olds, jointly 
sponsored by GLO, Interlink, Counties 
and Echoes. It aims to invest in young 
people through encouraging discipleship 
and providing an overseas missions 
experience. The programme includes: a 
3-week period of study, a 4 - 6 week UK 
church placement, and 3 - 6 months 
overseas (or a longer UK placement with 
a shorter overseas trip). FirstServe 
participants have been involved in sports 
ministry, work with children, youth, 
medical, education, Emmaus work, some 
in the jungle and others in urban and 
rural settings. One participant said, "It's 
the best thing I've ever done!"
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TILSLEY COLLEGE
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What is now known as Tilsley College developed in the 1970s 
and 1980s as the systematic training aspect of GLO. By the 
1990s, this training had established itself as a one-year 
'Training for service' course. This prepares people for life-time 
involvement in God’s work, whether in overseas mission or 
within the UK. 

Currently, Tilsley College offers the following training options:

Training for Service: a college-based, one-year course with plenty 
of challenging in-depth studies in the Scriptures. It is accredited as a 
Certificate in Higher Education in Biblical Studies and Christian 
ministry. 

Stepping Out: one-year apprenticeship in Christian ministry, 
church-based and with short periods of study at the college. Training 
for Service and Stepping Out taken together confer a Diploma in Higher 
Education. 

TRAINING

Joshua Project: Part-time evening or weekend 
studies that can be run locally so as to be 
accessible to those who are busy in church and 
family life.

Learning to Lead: Short course available on CD 
and in book form that can be delivered locally by 
suitably-experienced teachers.

Cooperative Training: a 10-day Missions 
Orientation Programme developed with Echoes 
of Service, the FirstServe gap-year programme 
(see below for more details), and training 
initiatives across UK under the umbrella of the 
National Training Network.
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Tilsley College remains part of the work of GLO.

tilsleycollege.com

college@glo-europe.org

01698 266776



Pathways for Developing Church Workers -
‘Stepping Out’

This is a new joint venture responding to needs 
highlighted by the recent Church Strengthening 
Initiative project.  Tilsley College is running a scheme 
to support new or potential church workers. 
Mentoring and financial support are shared between 
local church leaders and partnering organisations. 
This is an example of the initiatives that a cross-UK 
training forum can produce through cooperation 
between service groups and church leaders.
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NTN aims to improve training for churches and church 
leaders in the Brethren movement. It includes 
representatives of training agencies and church leaders 
working together to:

Network church leaders and those developing resources to fill 
training gaps. 

Improve existing training through area networking, Partnership 
days, Joshua Project (GLO), Pillars, Counties, Echoes, One to Lead, 
and Tilsley College. 

Create training hubs for those who deliver or use training, and 
provide “training of trainers” in local churches. 

Shape training to meet the specific needs of the type of churches 
NTN serves, bearing in mind the extensive training resources 
available within the evangelical world. 

TRAINING

nable.info

mdavies@glo-europe.org

07503 953259

NTN
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Long-term mission workers associated with Echoes serve in a variety of mission 
activities which include: evangelism, discipleship training, church planting, 
student ministry, prison work, medical, support of marginalised people, youth 
and children's ministries and church and leadership training.

Echoes of Service is a cross-cultural missions service group, 
with 228 linked workers serving in 38 countries: 

We support mission workers through finance, pastoral care, 
advice and administration

We support churches through mission updates, prayer 
information and advice on mission issues

With others, we stimulate mission interest among 18-25s 
through the FirstServe programme

echoes.org.uk

echoes@echoes.org.uk

(0)1225 310893

Echoes serves these workers, their sending churches 
and mission supporters by channelling funds, 
working with church leaders as they send workers, 
advising  on a range of personal and mission issues, 
and mission training, e.g., seminars, breakfasts etc. 
We encourage prayer for mission through the Echoes 
magazine and other resources.

The FirstServe gap-year programme is jointly 
sponsored by Interlink, GLO, Counties and Echoes.  It 
gives young people a discipleship and missions 
experience in the UK and other countries.

Echoes does not direct the ministry of workers. 
However, the experience and advice of the trustees  
are often sought and given. When finance is received 
from a UK tax-payer, Gift Aid is added.  We do not 
deduct  from any gifts for office expenses unless 
instructed to do so.
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We channel funds received from assemblies, 
individuals and trusts. Throughout the year, a 
number of events are hosted to proactively 
inform all age groups of the Scottish Christian 
public regarding the work of missionaries and the 
needs in various overseas countries. Appropriate 
use is also made of publications and media 
resources. These include: a bi-monthly magazine, 
calendar, prayer cards, website and 
presentations. With Echoes, GLO and Counties, 
we sponsor the FirstServe gap-year programme. 

To promote the vision, opportunities 
and development of missionary 
enterprises

To serve missionaries commended 
from Scottish assemblies

To keep all assemblies informed, 
providing a meaningful link between 
field workers and home base, with a view to making their service 
and partnership as effective as possible

To work with elders of commending assemblies to assist with 
pastoral care of missionaries

interlink.org.uk 

office@interlink.org.uk

0141 332 3040

The primary aims of Interlink are:
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BES does not itself carry out PBS work directly, but produces resources for use by separate PBS 
ministries. Initially, these were based in the UK and Ireland, but over the last decade there has 
been substantial growth in the use of lessons (particularly Bibletime) in Eastern Europe and 
Africa, and now in South-East Asia and South America. This has necessitated the translation of 
lessons, and there are currently around 30 languages 
in which translation is complete or in progress. 

Lessons are increasingly being used in church 
Sunday School settings, as well as via the post; in 
some countries they are now used in schools. Users 
can download lessons free of charge and arrange 
printing. The numbers of children regularly 
completing Bibletime lessons is estimated to be well 
into six figures, and growing rapidly. 

Bibletime, with age-graded lessons covering many Bible 
stories, for children aged 2 to 16

Newlife, aimed at young Christians aged 15 to adult

Gleaners, a more in-depth study series for adults

besweb.com

info@besweb.com

028 6632 2462 

Bible Educational Services (BES) grew from a Postal Bible School 
(PBS) work started in Ireland by Bert and Wendy Gray in 1958.  It 
publishes three series of Bible lessons:
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brasstacksuk.org

brasstacksuk@gmail.com 

0141 237 4131

Brass Tacks has been operational for 27 years 
and is mainly involved in providing practical 
help or advice for the buildings and 
equipment of those involved in the work 
of mission. 

Typical projects include buildings for mission 
hospitals, schools and Bible schools, water projects, 
and rehab facilities.

The work depends heavily on the sacrificial service of 
volunteers who give of their time and skills to help in A project selection committee, comprised of members of the board, is 

responsible for the approval of projects. Volunteers are selected on the 
basis of their skills and time available, and each working team has a 
leader who is competent to carry out the tasks required. 

the various projects. Most often, this involves being on site to supervise or carry out 
the work, but sometimes the help needed is more sourcing the information needed 
to point a project in the right direction.
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via container shipping, now 
limited due to increased 
legislation, bureaucracy and also 
the increased availability of 
products and services overseas

in partnership with like-minded 
missionary organisations through 
the provision of grants

through the sponsorship of  
doctors, nurses, students and 
medical electives in their training 
and attendance at courses, both 
overseas and in the UK.

mmn.uk.com

info@mmn.uk.com

01268 765266

Medical Missionary News (MMN) was established by a group of UK Christian Doctors in 
1922 to support their missionary colleagues working overseas. A quarterly magazine 
was first published in 1932 containing reports of that work and continues to be 
produced today.

The work is firmly rooted in the spread of the Christian gospel and support for Christian medical 
work overseas. Throughout the years, the methodology and emphasis of the operation has 
adapted to changing needs and circumstances but the underlying motivation, the communication 
of the love of God through his Son Jesus and the provision of medical relief for the alleviation of 
suffering, remains constant and steadfast.

MMN operates in three ways:
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opaltrust.org

info@opaltrust.org 

01576 203670

telitquick.org

info@telitquick.org

01505 228208

opalministries.org

info@opalministries.org

+1 678 590 0408

OPAL (Overseas Publishing And Literature) 
Trust's primary vision is to provide 
affordable literature resources to our 
brothers and sisters, particularly in the 
poorer countries of the world. Since 2004 
we have sent materials to over 70 
countries on 5 continents.  We have been 
particularly proactive in sub-Saharan 
Africa and have a subsidiary distribution 
hub in Zambia. 

Our services include:
Distributing low cost Bibles and books.

Publishing books of particular relevance to the Majority World. 

Facilitating reprints of vernacular Bible translations.

Providing Leader’s Packs comprising a study Bible and other helpful 
study aids.

Resourcing Bible Schools, libraries and reading rooms with relevant 
donated used books.

From our TELit@OPAL depot at Linwood, we provide 
attractive topical evangelistic folders on a variety of 
themes for use in UK and overseas.
 
We are currently developing a US base from our 
office in Atlanta Georgia.

Planting
Mission
Training

Resourcing
Encouragement

Teaching
Study

Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training

Resourcing
Encouragement

Teaching
Study

Networking
Support

Planting
Encouragement 

Mission  
Resourcing   

Evangelism   
Training     

Teaching   
Study  

Networking 
Support

Planting
Mission
Training

Resourcing
Encouragement

Teaching
Study

Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training

Resourcing
Encouragement

Teaching
Study

Networking
Support
Planting
Mission
Training

Resourcing
Encouragement

Teaching
Study

Networking
Support
Planting


